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McGraw Falls Water Power (MFWP) is proposing to 

develop a 2 MW hydroelectric plant on the Matawin River 

at the McGraw Falls Dam, 7km southwest of Shabaqua 

Corners. A rubber dam will be added to the existing weir 

and will work in coordination with the existing reservoir 

upstream. The powerhouse will be located approximately 

150m downstream of the dam. A wood pole distribution line 

will run 5km northwest along the existing roadway 

connecting to the existing line to the Shabaqua Distribution 

Station.  

 

The proposed Project is subject to the Ontario 

Environmental Assessment Act and Regulation 116/01. 

Under this Act and its supporting regulations, the Project is 

subject to an environmental screening. The Environmental 

Screening Report examined the Project’s potential impacts 

on the environment including water, wildlife and vegetation.  

Issues raised by stakeholders and submitted to the proponent 

have also been considered in the screening report.  
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The proposed Project has been assessed in accordance with the Environmental Screening Process for electricity projects, the results of 

which are described in the McGraw Falls G.S. Environmental Screening Report (ESR). The conclusions of the ESR indicate that there 

are no significant negative effects, subject to mitigation measures as detailed in the ESR. Environmental monitoring programs will be 

conducted to document the effectiveness of these measures.  MFWP intends to proceed with additional permitting requirements and 

water management planning. 

 

Hard copies of the ESR may be found starting Wednesday April 1st, 2009 until Friday May 1st, 2009 at the following public 

locations: 

 
 

The Brodie Resource Library 
216 Brodie St.  

Thunder Bay 

 

KBM Forestry Consultants Inc. 

349 Mooney Ave.  

Thunder Bay 

 

Thunder Bay City Clerks Office  

600 Victoria Avenue East  

Thunder Bay 

 

The ESR may also be reviewed on the project website www.mcgrawfallspower.ca starting Wednesday April 1st, 2009. MFWP must 

receive all comments regarding the McGraw Falls G.S. hydroelectric project and/or the ESR, in writing, no later than 4:30pm Friday 

May 1st, 2009. All comments and correspondence should be sent to: 

 

In accordance with the EA Guide, stakeholders must first attempt to resolve any outstanding issues with MFWP during the 30 day 

review period. In the event that issues cannot be resolved during this period, the concerned party may make a written request to the 

Director of the MOE’s Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch at the address provided below, to elevate the project to an 

Environmental Review or Individual Environmental Assessment. A copy of this elevation request must also be sent to MFWP at the 

address above. Requests must be made in accordance with the provisions set out in the Ministry of the Environment’s “Environmental 

Screening Process for Electricity Projects” (The Guide). The Director must receive requests, at the address below for elevation requests 

by 4:30pm Friday May 1st, 2009. A copy of The Guide can be found on the MOE’s website. www.ene.gov.ca 

Director of Environmental Assessment and Approvals Branch 

Ministry of the Environment 

2 St. Clair Avenue West, Floor 12A 

Toronto, ON; M4V 1L5 


